%*The History of Thanksgiving DayX

N

Purpose

The purpose of this lesson is for students
to learn the origins of the Thanksgiving
Day holiday including the contributions of
various racial, ethnic, and religious groups
and why it has been celebrated annually
for nearly 400 years.

Objective

The student will recognize and understand
the origin and the meaning of
Thanksgiving Day.

Theme-Unity

Thanksgiving began as a celebration
among all of the people in the new nation
as a blessing of a full harvest.

TEKS

113.2.b.k.1 History. Student understands
holidays are celebrations of special events.
113.2.b.k.2,3.b.11,4.b.2.4,5.b.3.1
History. Student understands how
historical figures & ordinary people helped
to shape the community, state, and nation.
113.2.b.k.10, 3.b.1.13,4.b.2.14, 7.b.5.18
Citizenship. The student understands
important customs, symbols, celebrations
representing American beliefs & principles
and contributing to our national identity.
113.2.b.k.12, 3.b.1.15 Culture. The
student understands the importance of
and how people learn about themselves
through family beliefs, customs, language,
and traditions.

113.3.b.1.2, 4.b.2.1 History. The student
understands the origins and historical
significance of customs, holidays, and
celebrations...& landmarks & celebrations
in the community, state, and nation.
113.4.b.2.7, 7.b.5.8 Geography. Student
understands how physical characteristics
of places and regions affect people’s

actvities and settlement patterns.
113.4.b.2.8, 7.b.5.9 Geography. The
student understands how humans use and
modify the physical environment.
113.5.b.3.5 Geography. The student
understands how humans adapt to
variations in the physical environment.
113.4.h.2.13, 5.b.3.10 Citizenship. The
student understands the characteristics of
good citizenship as exemplified by historic
figures and ordinary people.

113.5.h.3.2 History. The student
understands common characteristics of
communities, past and present.
113.5.h.3.12 Culture. The student
understands ethnic and/or cultural
celebrations of the U. S. and other nations.
113.7.b.5.23 Culture. Student understands
the contributions of people of various
racial, ethnic, and/or religious groups to the
U.S.

113.5.h.3.13 Culture. Student understands
the role of real...heroes in shaping culture
of communities, state, and nation.
113.2.b.k.6 Economics. The student
understands that basic human needs are
met in many ways.

113.3.b.1.9, 4.b.2.9 Economics. The
student understands the value of work.
113.7.b.5.11 Economics. The student
understands reason for exploration and
colonization.

Time
45 minutes

Materials

% Thanksgiving crossword puzzle

% “History of Thanksgiving Day” handout
% Dictionaries

* Website - www.americanheritage.org

Preparation
% Copy material for students.
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* Thanksgiving Day x

continued

Focus

Students are to gain an understanding of the reasons the early colonists began the
celebration of Thanksgiving. Students will use the reading individually or in groups
depending on grade level to assist in the completion of the crossword puzzle. (See Links
page on www.americanheritage.org for additional resources on Thanksgiving Day and its
history.)

Activity

1. Have students read “The History of Thanksgiving Day” either individually or in groups.
Discuss/answer questions in groups or whole class about the reading. Students
complete the KWL chart or another reading strategy before and/or after the reading.
Complete reading comprehension/discussion sheet.

2. Students complete the crossword puzzle individually or in groups.

3. Have students work in groups to plan/organize their own Thanksgiving celebration
and to identify the foods they would eat.

4. Students write a historical role-playing journal entry in which they pretend they are a
Pilgrim, Indian, or colonist and what they might have been thankful for in the 1600’s
or 1700’s. Students may also write a journal entry in which they tell about what they
themselves are thankful for today. Optional: Students may share their writing with
the class or publish/post it.

Closure
Review with students the history of Thanksgiving Day and the ways we borrow from its
traditions in our contemporary celebration of the holiday.

N
Assessment ‘§§>
Students will write a paragraph or journal entry explaining N
why we celebrate Thanksgiving and stating whether they 'G
think it is a meaningful holiday for the new century. I

Z
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K-W-L Chart

What | Learned

What | Want to Know

What | Know
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’I‘h-e HiSiDT‘y of
Thanksgiving Day

The Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony landed in Massachusetts on the
Mayflower in the fall of 1620. They did not have time to build proper shelter or
to plant and harvest crops before the brutal winter arrived. During that first
winter, nearly half of the Pilgrims died from disease or starvation. The following
year, with the help of local Indians, the Pilgrims had a good harvest. They
thanked God for the harvest with three days of prayer and feasting in the fall
of 1621.

Later, after the colonists had won their independence from Great Britain, the
new Congress of the United States asked President George Washington to
“recommend to the people of the United States a day of public thanksgiving
and prayer to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many
signal favors of Almighty God, especially by affording them an opportunity
peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and happiness.”
On Thursday, November 26, 1789, President Washington issued the first
Thanksgiving proclamation:

Whereas it is duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence
of Almighty God, to obey his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and
humbly to implore his protection and favor, I do recommend and
assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be devoted by
the People of these States to the Service of that great and glorious
Being who is the beneficent Author of all the good that was, that
is, or that will be.

President Washington proclaimed another Thanksgiving Day in 1795. Later
the governors of the states proclaimed Thanksgiving Days.

In 1863, during the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving
a national annual holiday to be celebrated the last Thursday in November. His
proclamation said, “I invite my fellow citizens of the United States to observe
the last Thursday of November as a day of Thanksgiving and praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in heaven.” Since 1863, except for two years
(1939 and 1940) when President Franklin D. Roosevelt moved the holiday to
the third Thursday of November, Thanksgiving has been celebrated every year
on the fourth Thursday in November.



'I‘h-e H iStory of
Thanksgiving Day

. Define:

% harvest

% proclamation

% acknowledge

% providence

* implore

% beneficent

. Describe the problems facing the Pilgrims in the fall of 1620.

. Why did the Pilgrims have three days of prayer and feasting in the fall of 1621?

. Why do you think the colonists would want to have a day of thanksgiving after the
war with Great Britain?

. What war was the United States fighting when Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving

a national holiday in 1863?

. What day and month was finally chosen to celebrate Thanksgiving Day?
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Thanksgiving

Across I Down
3. spuds 1. candied vegetables Spanish:
6. grace 2. maize 1. verduras acarameladas,
7. gratitude 3. English settlers 2. maiz,
. 3. papa (horizontal),
9. turkey dressing 4. carrots, beans, etc. 3. pobladores ingleses (vertical),
11. sauce 5. small red berries 4. zanahorias, garbanzos, etc.,
13. land of the free 8. Native Americans > bellotas pequenas rojas,
. . gracia,
14. type of bread 10. close-knit group 7 iraﬁmde,
12. small, green vegetable 8. Americanos nativos,
9. aderezo para el pavo,
10. grupo estrechamente unido,
11. salsa,
12. pequeilo vegetal verde,
13. tierra de los libres,
14. tipo de pan
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3. spuds

6. grace

7. gratitude

9. turkey dressing
11. sauce

13. land of the free
14. type of bread

candied vegetables
maize

English settlers
carrots, beans, etc.
small red berries

. Native Americans

10. close-knit group

12. small, green vegetable
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La Historia del Dia de Dar Gracias

El Propésito

El propdsito de ésta leccion es que los alumnos aprendan el origen del Dia de Dar Gracias
(Thanksgiving Day) incluyendo las contribuciones de varios grupos raciales, étnicos, religiosos y
el porqué esto se ha celebrado por casi 400 anos.

El Objetivo

Los alumnos van a reconocer y entender el significado el origen y el significado del Dia de Dar
Gracias.

El Tema - La Unidad

El Dia de Dar Gracias empez6 como una celebracion entre toda la gente de la nacién
nueva como una bendicion por una buena cosecha.

TEKS

SS2 Ciudadania. Explica la importancia de los costumbres y las celebraciones.

SS3 Cultura. Explica el significado de la herencia cultural de las comunidades a través del
mundo.

El Tiempo Necesario
45 Minutos

Los Materiales

- ESL Thanksgiving crossword puzzle (See English lesson)
- La Historia del Dia de Dar Gracias

- Diccionarios - Inglés / Espanol

-Website - www.americanheritage.org

La Preparacion
- Copias de los materiales para cada uno de los alumnos o grupos de alumnos.

El Enfoque

Los alumnos entenderan las razones por las cuales los colonos empezaron la celebracion del Dia
de Dar Gracias. Los alumnos usaran la lectura (La Historia del Dia de Accion de Gracias)
individualmente o en grupos dependiendo del nivel para ayudarlos a completar el
rompecabezas. (See Links page on www.americanheritage.org for additional resources on
Thanksgiving and its history.)

Las Actividades

1. Permita que los alumnos lean “The History of Thanksgiving Day” y/o La Historia del Dia de
Accion de Gracias. Discutan / contesten preguntas de la lectura en grupos o con toda la
clase. Los alumnos pueden completar la carta SQA en espanol o en inglés KWL chart u
otros estrategias de lectura antes o después. Pueden completar la pagina de comprension
o usarla para una discusion.
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2. Los alumnos completaran el rompecabezas en inglés como una leccion de ESL
individualmente o en grupos.

3. Permita que los alumnos planeen y organicen su propia celebracion del Dia de Accion
Gracias y que identifiquen las comidas que van a comer.

4. Los alumnos tomaran un rol histérico y haran de cuenta que son peregrinos, indigenas, o
colonos y escribiran en su diario algo por lo que ellos darian gracias si vivieran en los anos
1600 o0 1700. Los alumnos quizas podran escribir porqué ellos estan agradecidos hoy en
dia. Como una opcion ellos pueden compartir con la clase, exhibir lo que escribieron o
publicarlo.

La Clausura

Repase con los alumnos la historia del Dia de Accion de Gracias y los modos en que nosotros
usamos algunas de las tradiciones en nuestras celebraciones contemporaneas de éste dia
festivo.

La Evaluacion
Los alumnos escribiran un parrafo o en su diario una explicacion del porqué celebramos el Dia
de Accion de Gracias y si acaso ésta celebracion es significativa para éste nuevo siglo.

188
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S-Q-A Carta

Lo que Quiero saber

Lo que Aprendi

Lo que Sé
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La Historia del
Dia de Accion de
Gracias

Los peregrinos de la Colonia Plymouth llegaron al estado de Massachusetts en
el Mayflower en el otono del 1620. Ellos no tuvieron suficiente tiempo para
construir sus viviendas apropiadamente ni plantar ni cultivar cosechas antes de
que llegara el fuerte invierno. Durante el primer invierno, casi la mitad de los
peregrinos murieron de enfermedades o de hambre. Al siguiente ano, con la
ayuda de los indigenas, los peregrinos tuvieron una buena cosecha. En el ano
1621, por tres dias, ellos les dieron las gracias a Dios con oraciones y un gran
banquete.

Después cuando los colonos habian ganado su independencia de la Gran Bretana,
el nuevo Congreso de los Estados Unidos le pidio al Presidente George Washington
que les -recomendara a la gente de los Estados Unidos que tuvieran un dia en
cual el publico daria gracias y ofreceria oraciones reconociendo con corazones
agradecidos los muchos favores que el Dios todo poderoso les habia brindado,
especialmente por ofrecerles la oportunidad de establecer una forma de gobierno
para su bienestar y felicidad-. El jueves 26 de noviembre, 1789, el Presidente
Washington publico la primera proclamacion:

Mientras que es el deber de todas la naciones reconocer la
providencia del Dios Todopoderoso, obedecer su voluntad, ser
agradecidos por todos sus bondades y humildemente implorarle su
proteccion y favor, yo si recomiendo y asigno que el jueves 26 de
noviembre sea dedicado por la gente de estos estados al servicio de
aquel gran y glorioso Ser que es el Autor benévolo de
todo lo bueno que fue, que es, o que sera.

El Presidente Washington proclamo otro Dia de Accion deGracias en el 1795.
Después los gobernadores de los estados también proclamaron el Dia de Accion
de Gracias.

En el 1863, durante La Guerra Civil, el Presidente Abraham Lincoln hizo el dar
gracias un dia feriado a nivel nacional y celebrado anualmente el ultimo jueves
de noviembre. Su proclamacion decia, “Yo invito a mis compatriotas de los Estados
Unidos para observar el ultimo jueves de noviembre como un dia de dar gracias y
brindarle alabanzas al Padre bienhechor que vive en los cielos.” Desde el 1863,
a excepcion de dos anos (1939 y 1940) cuando el Presidente Franklin D. Roosevelt
cambio el dia feriado para el tercer jueves de noviembre, el Dia de Accion de
Gracias ha sido celebrado cada ano en el cuarto jueves de noviembre.
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La Historia del
Dia de Accion de
Gracias

1. Define:

harvest (cosecha)

proclamation (proclamacion)

acknowledge (reconocer)

providence (providencia)

implore (implorar)

beneficent (benévolo)

. Describe los problemas que enfrentaron los peregrinos el otofio del 1620.

. ¢Por qué tuvieron los peregrinos tres dias de oracion y banquete en el otoiio del
16212

. ¢Por qué piensa usted que los colonos querian tener un dia de dar gracias después
de la guerra con Gran Bretafia?

. ¢Qué guerra peleaba los Estados Unidos cuando Abraham Lincoln hizo el Dia de
Accion de Gracias un dia feriado a nivel nacional?

. (Qué dia finalmente fue seleccionado para celebrar el Dia de Accion de Gracias?

© Copyright American Heritage Education Foundation, www.americanheritage.org

191



192

© Copyright American Heritage Education Foundation, www.americanheritage.org



