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AHEF Units     HISD Project CLEAR-Middle Grade 8 
 
Unit 2:  The Declaration of Independence 

SS8.20a Citizenship Define and give examples of unalienable rights and 
summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

SS 8.16a (3) Government Summarize the major political ideas and historical 
documents involved in forming our early 
government.      
   

Unit 3:  Lives, Fortunes, Sacred Honor 
SS 8.4a History   Analyze the causes and effects of the American 

Revolution. 
 SS 8.4b History   Describe significant events of the American 

Revolution and the roles important individuals 
played in those events. 

SS 8.22a Citizenship Summarize different points of view held by political 
parties or special interest groups on historical and 
contemporary issues. 

 
Unit 4:  The Monarchy Game 

SS 8.2a History Identify reasons for European exploration and 
colonization of North America. 

SS 8.14 Economics Explain the result of economic changes in the early 
19th Century, including those due to the War of 
1812, that led to industrialization and urbanization. 

     
Unit 5:  Thanksgiving 

SS8.20b Citizenship Explain the importance of and identify examples of 
personal and civic responsibilities. 

SS8.20d Citizenship Summarize the criteria and explain the process for 
becoming a naturalized citizen of the United States. 

SS8.25 Culture Describe the issues and evaluate the impact of the 
19th Century reform movements. 

 
Unit 6:  The United States Flag 

SS8.20d Citizenship Summarize the criteria and explain the process for 
becoming a naturalized citizen of the United States. 

SS8.22a Citizenship Summarize different points of view held by political 
parties or special interest groups on historical and 
contemporary issues. 

SS8.23 Citizenship Analyze leadership qualities of elected and 
appointed leaders of the United States and describe 



the contributions of significant political, social, and 
military leaders of the United States. 

 
Unit 7:  The Star-Spangled Banner   

SS8.16b Government Trace development of American political thought 
from the Declaration of Independence through the 
ratification of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.      

SS8.21b Citizenship Identify reasons for and the impact of selected 
examples of civil disobedience in U. S. history. 

 
Unit 8:  The Gettysburg Address 

SS 8.7a History Analyze the impact of tariff policies on the rise of 
sectionalism before the Civil War. 

SS8.7b History Analyze the impact of the institution of slavery, 
including the political, economic, and social factors, 
on slaves and free blacks in different sections of the 
United States. 

SS8.8a History Summarize the important events and significant 
individuals that shaped the Civil War. 

SS8.8b History Analyze Abraham Lincoln’s ideas and describe 
their impact on the Civil War period. 

SS8.20a Citizenship Define and give examples of unalienable rights and 
summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

SS8.21b Citizenship Identify reasons for and the impact of selected 
examples of civil disobedience in U. S. history. 

SS8.22c Citizenship Summarize a historical event in which compromise 
resulted in a peaceful resolution. 

 
Unit 9:  The National Motto 

SS 8.20a Citizenship Define and give examples of unalienable rights and 
summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

SS 8.22a Citizenship Summarize different points of view held by political 
parties or special interest groups on historical and 
contemporary issues. 

SS 8.22b Citizenship Describe the importance of free speech and press in 
a democratic society. 

 
Unit 10:  The Statue of Liberty 

SS8.20a Citizenship Define and give examples of unalienable rights and 
summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

SS8.22a Citizenship Summarize different points of view held by political 
parties or special interest groups on historical and 
contemporary issues. 

SS8.22c Citizenship Summarize a historical event in which compromise 
resulted in a peaceful resolution. 

SS8.23 Citizenship Analyze leadership qualities of elected and 
appointed leaders of the United States and describe 



the contributions of significant political, social, and 
military leaders of the United States. 

 
Unit 11:  The Pledge of Allegiance  

SS8.16c Government Analyze the principles reflected in the U. S. 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

SS8.20c Citizenship Explain how the rights and responsibilities of U. S. 
citizens reflect our national identity. 

SS8.22c Citizenship Summarize a historical event in which compromise 
resulted in a peaceful resolution. 

 
Unit 12:  What is an American? 

SS 8.20(a) Citizenship Define and give examples of unalienable rights and 
summarize rights guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

SS 8.20d Citizenship Summarize the criteria and explain the process for 
becoming a naturalized citizen of the United States. 

SS 8.22c Citizenship Summarize a historical event in which compromise 
resulted in a peaceful resolution. 

SS 8.23 Citizenship Analyze leadership qualities of elected and 
appointed leaders of the United States and describe 
the contributions of significant political, social, and 
military leaders of the United States. 
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